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My, Hobert Lewls Hawley
A843 funriss 2. E,
Grand Ranids, Michiean 495068

Tear ""r, Hawlev:-

Talleouine cur telenhone corversation of 3/22 I searched my files

for vour Tather's letter and found nothine., <hen it dawréd“on ne that
*he 1att-re mnicht be in a file I had on a Telavware County faﬁilv/ o
separate from the rast, Voilal Lhere it uns, Howevef i did nét

£ind g letter dated 1044, ‘

“The firet letter is from your father dated February 27, 1068 in-
sulrineg atout his hrarch of the Hawley fumily and éont;l;ééwﬁﬂﬁ
history of Lewils Hawlev, Sr. who came to Telnvare Counfy”andv*o the
tovn of Colchester, M.,Y, whan n voure man, There are fourlbaées here.

It ceems that correspondence with varlcus members of the fomily

Leran in 1964 and I must have uritter to vour father than In May of
1944 we interviewed a member of our Sxecutive committeevéé the Boclety
?t a board meating., He was Alton Jolmson Hawley and tne tales he
told us inspired us to take a triv to PFilshes Tddy, W.Y. to fird 6ut
2ore about thg family beanuse he had a grandfather Johnson whb c#me
hr,mm there. %ell, we looked up the erave and found 1t was 1n the
»?rtridae Island Cem, vivil Was marker. <The interssting thirne was
wnan we sent for the Civil 'ar Hecord he was recistere der the

rame of Holleoway, ‘'z Sntervieued s runter of ssovle ngwghe timé in
the aren. Since then we have correstonded with Mrs., Franklin P )
(Geraldine Hawley) Howe of Johnson City, ™M.Y,, a Mrs Vax (?ﬁn:
Hawley) Hilley of Zocoa 3Bench, ¥la. and as o reéuif inéi&dlgngouv

Rt

' .
fhatherts correancondence have comniled cuite o hit of irformation,

z canret find the =2arliest Hawley vour family siems from in the

dowley Pecord Ty Tias S111 Zavley 1890, Yor-do I belleve that 're
fowe was siecessful In tracineg hack z2ither., She sent nme co%ins o?“'
some latters which have heloed us to make a chnrt of the fﬁﬁiiy and
accordine to a letter (vhotocovy of n letter sent to he£ Tv'a ﬁﬁ}?ﬁ*ﬁﬁ

T 110 . P ; C Harva
;>%nnter 2f Nathan Hawley) written by James V., Chaffee cof Harvard, I'.Y
A Harvey Hawley, o resident of L.I., M.Y., cerved in the tay 5qr' T
moeved to Telaward To., M.V, uand settled on a farm nenr Hm;;n;d/(f’v

e d -~ ? B

r ¥ 2 ¥ I T, - - o

Jbﬁdg %?SJ. de M., a widow namad Bvracue whose husbond had been mass

Ao e - . i - s g = w el k1S sz el INES -

acred by Indlans, He hnd o son Harvev aevlsy, Jr, horn Joril 18, 1785
o L Se




-
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Then thera's arother 0ld letter, this one rot dsted tut the .ther
one " ng dnted 1938 by Mr, Chaffes, from Gatherine Z., Howley living
in Talton, M.V, Tetnl of these nwares are stout 13 nares Includ >
wveur father's comvlilatior, YWa have n nlace 1In a Uriv, uhere ve can
ret onod copies for about 10¢ ver. It weuld helv if vou could serd
a few A7%% +n cover cost ard nostare,

In adélition thare 1s = Bewspaper vhntocony of an srticle recardinz
a Clwil 'lar Lettor of Georre E, Folling ircludirg listing of sold-
fers & Johr Irwley and Lewls Hawvley cousirg are llsted- Lewls beling

vannded Tuly 2, 1R63,2 morenates!

I have o cony of the nerncion namars from the General Seyvices rdnm.
ard am anclosine an order form so vou can send for o set of vour
OHN . "hey cortaln n sreat dend of Informatilon.

T'd amopraciate vour tekline me what vavers you have of yvour father's
g0 nothine 1s dunlicated, It 1s avnarent tqqfhe did cerresvond
with lrs, G.raldine Rowe on ¥ay 19, 1954 as I nave his letter to her.

Mrother thine, To vou have elther bock "Helt T'other uay" bty
Leslie 0., Yeod, 1950: page 34 mantiorns Hawlev's of Inwnsville. or
Weaftine on the Delaware'hy the sane suthor?? I have some nhotoconies

from'Pafting! mentionive Lewis M, Hawlev, Jr. 5 ngs,

Tastly, am sendireo o chart of the branches stemineg from the filrst
Harvey Hawley, T..I., that my husband made yvesterday. 3/23/84,

If vour uvere con‘used befeore vour read th@s‘letter vou sheuld be nowd
Home to hesar from vou,

qincerely,
Do @\ Wwrtag.
Dorothy ? Hawl ey

(Mrs. Charles V., iHawley)
Recorder-Historinn
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EPHRAIM HAWLEY, b. Aug 7, 1659 and resided at New Stratford
{now Trumbull) Connecticut. Died Apr 18, 1680. He married
Sara Welles on Dec 4, 1683. She was born on Sept 29, 1664 and
died Jun 29, 1694.

Their children are:

1. Danial, b. Sept. 20, 1684; d. Jul 28, 1750 63 vears
2. Gideon, b. Jan 30, 1687; d. Feb 16, 1730 43 vears
3. Abiah, b. Sept 18, 1690; d. Jun 16, 1716 25 vears

GIDEON HAWLEY, b. Jan 30, 1687 and resided in Bridgeport,
Connecticut and died Feb 16, 1730. He married Anna Bennett,
daughter of Lieut. James Bennett of Bridgeport on Feb 4,
1711, Anna was born in 1691 and died Nov 14, 1727,

Their children are:

1. James, b. Jan 29, 1713; d. Oct 7, 1746 33 vears
2. Zechariah, b. Sept 2, 1717; d. 1775 57 vears
3. Gideon, b. 1719.

4. Sarah, b. Oct 11, 1721.

5. Abiah, b. 1723,

6. Anna, b. 1724.

7. Gideon, b. Nov 11, 1727; d. Oct 3, 1807 78 vears

JAMES HAWLEY, b. Jan 29, 1713, resided at Bridgeport, Conn
and died Oct 7, 1746. James was a farmer, a serdeant of a
military company and a prosperous citizen. He married July
18, 1733, Eunice, daughter of Henry Jackson, who was born in
1714 and who died Sept 6, 1796,

Their children are:

1. Benajah, b. 1734; d. Mar 10, 1822 87 years
2. Anna, b. Nov 16, 1735; d. Sept 26, 1736 8 mos

3. Wolcott, b. Nov 16, 1735; d. Jan 9, 1799 63 vears
4, Aaron, b. 1739; d. July 21, 1803 63 vears
5. David, b. 1741; d. 1807 66 vears
6. Elijah, b. Dec 30, 1744; d. Aug 11, 1835 90 vears

AARON HAWLEY, born in 1739, and resided at Bridgeport, Conn
and died July 21, 1803. He was a farmer and in the War for
Independence was a Brigade Major to General Silliman. He
married Nov 24, 1759, Elizabeth, daughter of Captain Ezra and
Abigail (Hall) Hawley of Bridgeport, who was born in 1737 and
died July 8, 1776. Some believe that Aaron Hawley resided
during his later years in Ferrisburg, Vermont. Whether this
is true or not, land records prove that he bought large
tractse of land at Ferrisburg, portions of which he deeded to
his son Gideon.



l.ewis Hawlev and his wife Phebe are both buried in the
Downsville cemetery on the high point overlooking the river
and the covered bridge in the village. On the same plot are
also buried their son Warner and his wife Hattie.

Their children are:

1. Oscar

2. Warner

3. Adelia

1. Julia

5. Lewis M. Jr.
6. Johnson

Oscar m. M, Crawford; 2 children; Pauline & Harvey

Warner m. Hattie Gregory {(George Gregory's sister); 2 sons;
lLLanfield & Edward

Johnson m. Sarah ?; They settled in Fishes Eddy. 3 children;
Ulysses, Harry, & Nettie. Sarah died young, Johnson
remarried, a widow Halloway whose husband, a sailor, was lost
at sea. She had a daughter by previous marriage who married
Lanfield Hawley, son of Warner.

ILEWTS MORTIMER HAWLEY was born Jan 29th, 1842. He married
Elizabeth W. Vernold on July 1, 1866, in Downsville. The
marriage was performed by the Rev. Ransom Hunt. She was born
in 1850.

Their children are:

1. Charles Oscar, b. Mar 11, 1868. m. Belle Day; 4
children; Lewis, Belle, Edna, & Albert

2. William Miller, b. Feb 10, 1870. m. Catherine
Gregoryv; 2 children; William & Chester 1,.

3. Anna G., b, Jan 29, 1872; m. John Mills; 4 children;
James, Raymond, Clara, & Gertrude

4. Henry, b. Mar 22, 1876; d. Spanish American War

5. Arthur G., b. Sept 30, 1878, d. Nov 14, 1957. m. Naomi
Miricle who was b. Mar 31, 1902, d. Mar 12, 1576; 2
sons, (Clayton & Henry. Henry m. Virginia Gray; 1 son-
Gary, who wm. Donna Muhlig; they have 1 daughter Tammi.
Clavton m. Mayv Ambrone; 1 dau. Deloris. Deloris m. Glen
Sanford; 5 children: Glen, Wendv, Andrew, Jennifer,
Reed.

6. George G., b. Nov 2, 1883

7. Maggie P., b, May 24, 1883, m. Raymond Hammond, 2
sons who died voung with no wives or children.

8. Grace E., b, Apr 5, 1886; m. Hosa Mason; 1 son, Burdett

(4)



9. Keziah Frances, b. July 21, 1888, d. Aug 14, 1982. m.
Lowell Signor; 2 children: Elzabeth Agatha m. Michael
Joseph Larken; & Steven Lowell m. Joyce Edith
Schineller.

VERNOLD

HENRY VERNOLD, b. Nov 23, 1798; m. Angalina Fuller, b. Aug
26, 1804. They were married on June 25, 1820. Henry was born
in Holland.

Their children are:

Mary Maria Vernold, b. Aug 19, 1822;

Juliaelt, b. Dec 2, 1824; m. Bill Johnson
Philena, b. Jun 9, 1827; m. Jim Tyvler

William H, b. Aug 22, 1829; m. Elizabeth Gavett
Susan, b. Dec 23, 1831

Elizabeth, b. 1850

-
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The following account of the family history is provided hy
Chester L. Hawley.

Lewig Hawley, Sr. came to Delaware County and to the Town of
Colchester when he was a young man. He soon married Phoebe
Lanfield, the daughter of one of the first settlers of the
Town of Colchester,

l.ewis Hawleyv settled just north of the Village of Downsville
and entered into the lumber business. At that time the area
was heavily timbered with large virgin pine forests. One such
tree survived on the family homestead and neither l.ewis Sr.
or later his son Warner, who lived at the original homestead
until his death, would allow it to be cut. As T remember it,
it must have been some 5 or 6 feet in diameter. The present
dam on the Delaware River north of Downsville is on the site
of the original Hawley homestead referred to above,.

My father told me many stories of those early days as told to
him by my grandfather Lewis Mortimer Hawley, known as '"Peg
Leg Lew" who was the second son of Lewis Hawley, Sr.

In those early days most law and order was maintained by
those with the courage and will to see that right prevailed
over wrong. Lewis Hawley, Sr., my great grandfather was such
a man. He employed local farmers in the winter to cut the
large pine trees, build rafts near the river and in the
spring during high water, he with his crew would float the
rafts of timber down the rive to Philadelphia for sale to the
shipvards. They would then return home by stage and on foot.

Il.ewis Hawley was not the only raftsman on the river during
this period as this wag a lucrative business and competition
was keen for the choicest timber. During the trips down the
river, there were favored spots to tie up the rafts and again
competition for these spots was keen.

According to the author of the book "Rafting on the
Delaware”, Lewis Hawley, Sr. was known as the "King" of the
river, He evidently gained this reputation by being able to
dewmand and win the respect of his peers and thus enjoved a
long and profitable career on the river,

llewis Sr. had four sons, Johnson, lLewis Jr., Oscar, and
Warner,. All of the boys grew up on the lumber business, and
there are all kinds of local stories told about the terrible
Hawley’'s.

In one instance, a Mr. Hulbert in Downsville wanted to
install a set of scales next to his coal shed to weigh wagons
of coal., His next door neighbor was the town mavor at the
time and didn’t want the scales next to his property so when
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Mr.. Hulbert had a hole dug to put in the scales, Mr,
O’Dwell, the mayor had some local men fill it back in. After
this experience, Mr. Hulbert employved the Hawley’s to put in
the scales and there was no more trouble from R. O’Dwell.

Tn another case, Lewis Sr. heard about a local girl who was
"in trouble”. He went to the family of the boyv to blame and
suggested that the boy marry the girl (or else). The boy
married the girl!

Both T.ewis Jr. and his brother Johnson served in the Civil
War. Lewis' records are available but we don’t know what
company Johnson served in, only that he served according to
my mother.

Lewis Jr. served with Company I, 7lst Regiment, New York
Volunteers., Mother recalls that he and her father, George W.
Gregory left Downsville on June 14th, 1861. There were 100
men in the company under the command of William H. Elwood.

Lewis Hawley, Jr. served throughout the Peninsula campaign
under Macl.ellen and was severely wounded at Gettysburg, Pa on
July 2, 1863. Company I, and the 71st Regt. under Sickles
command was involved in very heavy fighting in the area known
as the wheat field and the peach orchard. As a result of his
wounds, lLewis Jr. lost the lower half of his right leg. There
is a monument in that area of the battlefield that mentions
Company I and the 71st.

After the war lewis Jr. took up the lumber business with his
father, becoming a very skilled steersman, guiding the rafts
down the river. This was a tricky business if you were to
avoid running aground, hitting rocks, sand bars, etc. He was
known up and down the river as "Peg Leg Lew”". Both Warner
and Oscar also continued to work with their father and lewis

in the lumber business.

Johnson moved away from Downsville to Fishes Eddy wheve he
married Sarah (mother couldn’t remember her last name).

Sarah died young, leaving Johnson with three smail children;
Ulvsses, Harry and Nettie. Ulysses is the father of Alton J.
Hawley. Johnson soon married a widow, a Mrs. Holloway who'’s
husband was a sailor who was lost at sea. Mrs. Holloway had
one daughter and my mother believes she married a Lanfield
Hawlev, a son of Warner Hawley, Lewis’ brother.



